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DRAFT PROGRAMME

Conference on 
"Towards Rio+20: Local and regional action for green economy"
Malmö, Old City Hall, 4 October 2011
In June 2012 all eyes will be on Rio de Janeiro, where twenty years after the first "Earth Summit", Heads of State and Government will attend the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development (UNCSD or "Rio+20"). Rio+20 aims to secure renewed political commitment for sustainable development. It will do so in the context of two intertwined themes: "a green economy in the context of sustainable development and poverty eradication" and "the institutional framework for sustainable development".
The Green Economy aims to link the environmental imperatives for changing course to economic and social outcomes – an economy that improves human well-being, provides decent jobs and equity by investing in and preserving the natural capital, thereby decoupling its growth from its resource use and environmental impact.
The Green Economy Report of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) recognises the pivotal policy role of imaginative public policies in enabling the transition to the green economy. And here, real change is taking place at local and regional level: many cities and regions are already frontrunners in investing in a green economy.

The conference aims to give the EU's cities and regions a voice at a very appropriate time in the preparation for the Rio+20 Earth Summit. Involving local and regional authorities in the Rio+20 process is crucial to ensure that Rio+20 will be a major milestone for tangible, effective action that can have real impact across the world.
8.30
Registration and welcome coffee
9 a.m.
Opening

Introduction – Jan Wifstrand, moderator of the conference


Welcome
Ilmar Reepalu, Chairman of the ENVE Commission of the Committee of the Regions, Mayor of the City of Malmö
Keynote speeches

Mercedes Bresso, President of the Committee of the Regions
Janez Potočnik, European Commissioner for the Environment (tbc)
9.30 a.m.
Session 1: ENABLING CONDITIONS
Innovative and imaginative strategies will be vital to enable a green economy to emerge – including coordinated approaches of sound regulatory frameworks, taxation and smart market mechanisms, capacity building and training, and private investment. This session will provide an insight into such strategies at international, European and local level.
Recommendations for local authorities from the UNEP Green Economy Report
Derek Eaton, Programme Officer of Economics and Trade Branch of UNEP
Preparing the EU's position for Rio+20
Katarzyna Reiter, Director of the Department of International Cooperation, Ministry of the Environment of the Republic of Poland (tbc)

Green Economy and Human Development
Johan Kuylenstierna, Centre Director for Stockholm Environment Institute and Deputy Director Operations, Board Member of Stockholm Resilience Centre
Building a green society and economy in a dynamic way - Integrated management system as a tool for local authorities
Björn Grönholm, Head of Secretariat Union of the Baltic Cities, Commission on Environment
Discussion

10.45 a.m.
Coffee break

11 a.m.
Session 2: FINANCING THE TRANSITION
The scale of financing required for a transition to a green economy is substantial. UNEP estimates that the scale of global investments needed could be in the order of 2% of global GDP per year in the period up to 2050. This session will look at the required paradigm shift in approaches to financing, enabling cities and regions to make use of smart public policy and innovative public and private financing mechanisms for sustainable growth.
Smart public policy making Vitoria-Gasteiz European Green Capital 2012
Javier Maroto Aranzábal, Mayor of the City of Vitoria-Gasteiz

Ensuring long-term investments for a local green economy
Eugenia Kazamaki Ottersten, Head of Regional and Urban Development Unit, European Investment Bank
Putting Scotland's Zero Waste Programme in place
Corrie Mc Chord, Member of the Committee of the Regions, Member of Stirling Council
Inspirational financing schemes for a green economy
Jana Cicmanova, Covenant of Mayors Office
Discussion

12.15 p.m.
Press Conference

12.30 p.m.
Buffet Lunch, hosted by SIDA Partnership Forum (Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency)

2 p.m.
Session 3: STRENGHTENING INTERNATIONAL AND LOCAL GOVERNANCE
The Rio+20 Summit should not only reinforce sustainable development and environmental governance within the UN System, but also strengthen corresponding local structures. This session will look at how subnational governments and local authorities could be closer involved in the international governance, including their decentralised cooperation in development, as well as how to further develop Local Agenda 21 and involvement of local communities for a green economy in Europe's cities and regions.

The Rio+20 Summit: What is in it for the local authorities' major group?
Angela Cropper, special Adviser to the Executive Director of UNEP (tbc)

Localizing Rio+20
Stefan Kuhn, Director Urban Governance, European Secretariat of ICLEI Local Governments for Sustainability (UNCSD 2012 Focal Point for Local Authorities Major Group)
Decentralised cooperation for development promoting a green economy
Maryse Dusselier, Delegate for international affairs, decentralised development cooperation and tourism, Association of French Regions (tbc)

Civil Society's expectations on good governance for a green economy 
Hans Joachim Wilms, President of the European Economic and Social Committee's Sustainable Development Observatory
The future of Local Agenda 21- experiences from Italy's cities and regions
Emanuele Burgin, President of Local Agenda 21 Italian Network
Discussion

3.45 p.m.
Concluding interview
Steven Stone, Chief of the Economics and Trade Branch of UNEP
Ilmar Reepalu, Chairman of the ENVE Commission of the Committee of the Regions, Mayor of the City of Malmö
4 p.m.
End of the Conference
Interpreting arrangements

Subject to confirmation, interpreting will be provided in the following languages:

10: FR/DE/EN/IT/ES/EL/SV/HU/PL/RO (participants may speak)

8: FR/DE/EN/IT/ES/SV/HU/PL (participants may listen in)
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