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UN-Habitat is present in at least 
30 developing countries
through a network of Habitat 
Program Managers (HPMs), 
Chief Technical Advisors (CTAs) 
and project staff.
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Extreme Weather 

Sea level 
rise 

Heat 
stress 

Water stress 
Infrastructures and 
housing at risk 

Informal 
Settlements 
at risk 

Air pollution 

GHG 

Flooding 





UN-Habitat work on Climate Change

Knowledge Management, 
Advocacy & Tools

Technical Cooperation, 
Demonstration Projects & 

Capacity Development

Partnerships and Networking



Cities and Climate Change Initiative

• Enhancing Climate Change national-local policy dialogues 
• Developing tools for awareness, education & capacity building 

to support Climate Change strategies 
• Mobilizing and promoting Climate Change networks to 

stimulate learning, knowledge sharing
• Assessing conditions, vulnerability and emissions, identifying 

challenges and opportunities for cities 
• Supporting cities by designing innovative adaptation and 

mitigation pilot initiatives



APPROACH:
Seeking solutions with multiple benefits
Integrated in planning and management
Multiple scales: territorial systems; city-wide; 
neighbourhood; site

INCLUDES
- Ecosystem-based adaptation
- Resilience of urban systems (governance, capacities)
- Good planning principles for extension and 

redevelopment
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Key Concern: 
Urbanization affects climate change, resulting in 

impacts to cities, ecosystems and livelihoods. The severest 
burden is born by urban poor in slums. Local initiatives are 
often disconnected from national action plans.

Objective of CCCI: 
To enhance climate change mitigation and adaptation 

capacity of cities in developing & least developed countries.

Belmopan, Belize – Urban Retrofitting
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Kalobeyei Refugee Settlement

15

From Camp to Settlement

Improve settlement pattern
Develop public space
Increase mixed use
Integrate natural systems (blue and green) – neighborhood 
and plot
Economic opportunities near access roads
Better locate services (schools)
Integrate host community
Training for livelihoods and management



Public Space Assessment

Quantity - 35% + 15%
Distribution – equity and system 
Accessibility – networked
Quality 
Use



SPECIFIC TARGETS AND INDICATORS:

SDG 11.3 – Planning capacity
Indicator: Land consumption rate to population growth rate

SDG 11.7 – Access to public and green space for all
Indicator: Amount of public space available and accessible

Planning and Programming at the core

SUSTAINABLE 
CITIES AND 
COMMUNTIES



Towards green development

A long term agenda that can be put in motion today by leveraging 
and promoting locally appropriate solutions and building on targeted 

adaptation, mitigation and inclusion.

Technical choices:

- decentralization of energy, waste treatment, conservation and 
renewable energy:

- green infrastructures and backbone to support environmental 
services provided by ecosystems, water and energy systems;

- alternative forms of mobility and supportive infrastructure;

- promotion of higher densities through land use planning, 
infrastructure planning, strategic location of corridors for mobility 
and service delivery.



Targeted adaptation
- Identify risk and vulnerabilities scenarios – mapping, data use

- Identify priorities and target groups – consultation, participation

- Develop risk reduction plans including investments, awareness/ 
training, community mobilization, monitoring and alert systems

-Typical areas of intervention (incentives and investment):

- Water management, water supply, conservation, harvesting...

- Infrastructure and housing hardening, drainage improvement 
and maintenance……

- Land management, relocation of slums, positive land uses 
(urban agriculture, etc), ecosystem reclaiming (mangrove, wetlands)

- Reclaiming of areas under threat (Lagos Eco Atlantic Village)

- Develop tools and policy recommendations/ regulations etc. -
in view of institutionalizing recurrent interventions etc.


